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July 5, 2018 

To:  Members of the Historical Commission 

From:  Charles Sullivan   

Re:  D-1490: George E. Bridges house, 74 Oxford/43 Wendell Street (1893) 

An application to demolish the house at 74 Oxford/43 Wendell Street was received on June 27, 

2018. The applicant, 74 Oxford Street, LLC., was notified of an initial determination of signifi-

cance and a public hearing was scheduled for July 12. The owner intends to clear the site and con-

struct four new detached structures containing five dwelling units. 

Site 

The George E. Bridges house is located on the east side of Oxford Street at the corner of Wendell 

Street. It is sited on an 8,157 square-foot lot in a Residence C-1 district. This is a multi-family res-

idential district, which permits an FAR of .75 and has a height limit of 35 feet. The assessed value 

of the property, according to the online assessor's property database, is $3,300,000, with 

$1,514,100 attributable to the building (Map 150/Parcel 125). The previous assessment in 2016 

was $1,847,400.  

 
74 Oxford/43 Wendell Street. July 2018.       CHC photo 
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74 Oxford/43 Wendell Street.     Cambridge GIS, Assessorôs map 

The surrounding neighborhood is entirely residential. With the exception of a brick apartment 

building across Oxford Street all the surrounding properties are multi-family wood frame resi-

dences and well-kept dormitories of Lesley University. While the density is high, almost all the 

buildings have significant setbacks and open yards. The owner proposes to demolish the Bridges 

house and construct three single houses and one double house with off-street parking accessed 

from Oxford Street.  

 

 
Oxford Street looking north, with 68 Oxford and 74 Oxford/43 Wendell Street. Photo 2018.   CHC 
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Oxford Street looking north from the corner of Mellen Street toward 43 Wendell Street. Photo 1941 CHC 

 

 
74 Oxford/43 Wendell Street context, ca. 2016.       Bing Maps  

 

Description 

 

The George E. Bridges house at 74 Oxford/43 Wendell Street is a large 2½-story, two-family 

Queen Anne style building with a gable roof built in 1893. The plan is symmetrical around a cen-

tral party wall, with cross-gables and two dormers on each side and two projecting bays under a 

large gable facing Oxford Street. Most of the exterior is concealed by white vinyl siding installed 

in 1964, but the original brackets supporting the roof overhang, the porch columns, and the back 

door entrance canopies are still visible. The window sash, protected by aluminum storm windows, 


